Veterans of the War of 1812

A number of soldiers who participated
in the nearby conflict 200 vears ago
rest in Riverside Cemetery

Isaac Austin
Pardon Babcock
Rockwell Barnes
David Crawford

Joseph W. Hopkins
Richard Kimball
Benjamin Leavitt

James Parker
Timothy Sheldon
Benjamin Smith

Rufus Smith

Willard Smith

John Spencer

Most of the veterans served
from 5 to 16 days around
the time of September 10, 1812
returned home safely
and passed away from
1826 - 1875
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Gouverneur Cemetery Association

Early in August 1808 a shadow came over the settlement of Cambray in
the sudden death of Emily Porter, a sprightly little girl of 2 years, and daughter
of Isreal Porter. She had been out during the day with some other children
gathering peas; and i is believed ate a quantity of the half-ripened kernels,
which swelled in the stomach causing her death. This occasion led to the
selection of the first burying ground, which was in the area of the present
Presbyterian Church in a hemlock grove. Here Emily Porter was laid to rest in
a pine coffin.

This first cemetery was ceded to the inhabitants of Cambray by Gouverneur
Morris and consisted of 2 acres bounded by the Oswegatchie River and roughly
by what are now John, William, and Church streets. In 1857 it became
apparent & new and larger cemetery was necessary.

After looking over the various lots offered for sale, a committee settled
upon the former Pardon Babcock farm, which had become the property of
Harvey D. Smith. It lay southwest of the village on the banks of the
Oswegatchie.

Thirty acres of this farm were purchased at a cost of $1500.00 and “one
burying plot™ from Mr. and Mrs. Smith by the Gouverneur Cemetery
Association, which had been organized on June 23, 1857, B.F. Hathaway of
Brookline, N.Y. was employed to layout and grade the new ground. More than
600 lots were prepared for use with miles of walks and avenues - trees were
planted and everything to make the cemetery attractive was done. The first
burial was Joseph B. Smith August 25, 1857. (19 B31) By 1860 records indi-
cate |1 acres had been added, and in 1866 there is an entry in the minutes of
the annua! meeting noting $800 spent that year for land.

By 1860 the public mind became reconciled to transferring the dead from
the old burying ground. The most picturesque portion of the new cemetery
was selected for this purpose, boxes were provided, and the whole
accomplished in two weeks at the expense of the corporation. In all, 637
removals were made under the direction of Thomas Thayer. Emily Porter was
relocated to her family plot. (9 H75) Many of the removals were from
unmarked graves.

The new cemetery adopted the name Riverside at a meeting of the
association held April 14, 1858, and the dedication ceremonies took place
Sunday, June 23 that year,

In the year 1954 it became apparent to the officers and trustees that more
ground was a necessity. All 1676 saleable lots in Riverside had been purchased,
and using a figure of 3 burials per lot (actually probably more) it can be said
that the population of Riverside is greater than that of the village.

A site on the east bank of the Oswegatchie was finally selected which
consisted of 10 acres purchased for $3500 and a perpetual option was granted
for up to 30 more acres. This addition is designated as FEast Riverside and
should serve the area for many years.




DAVID SCHOLTON P-53
David G. Scholton was born in Holland in 1865 and died in 1939.

He was educated in lowa. He married Emily Barger in 1890. Emily
was born in 1867 and died in 1938.

They had two daughters, Gertrude A. and Helen A. While living in
Gouverneur, David owned a monument and building stone business.
He was President of the village, what we now know of as Mayor.

In 1904 the village decided a memorial should be built in memory
of the first settlers and to honor all war veterans. A design competition
was held and David Scholton’s design was chosen, an arch, the style
resembling the Arc d” Triumph in Paris, France. Extra Dark Marble
Company of Gouverneur submitted the low bid of $1,650. $2,000 was
raised to complete the project. The cornerstone was laid June 14, 1905.
It was dedicated August 30, 1905 on the last day of the Centennial
celebration.
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CHARLES CLEMENT
DUNKELBERG H-127

Charles C. Dunkelberg was born
February 25, 1863 at Fort Covington. His
parents were Samuel Dunkelberg, born in
Lockport May 9, 1831 and Maria White
Dunkelberg born in Russell in 1829,

He was educated in Canton, N.Y. and October 26, 1896 he married
Almenia Miranda Sabin. Mr. Dunkelberg was the father of Charles,
Stanley, Florence and Frances Dunkelberg.

Charles came to Gouverneur in 1889 buying out the Whitney Bros.
marble finishing business, then conducted by Alexas and P.R. Whitney.
He was one of the trustees of the Baptist Church and a prominent mem-
ber of the building committee in the construction of the new church.
He was a2 prominent Mason, Odd Fellow and member of the Temple
Club, He was a trustee of the village and one of Gouverneur's most
highly honored and respected citizens. Mr. Dunkelberg died suddenly
in Syracuse where he had been taken from Star Lake to undergo an
operation for appendicitis.

Descendants of Charles C. Dunkelberg:

Charles Milton Dunkelberg (son) owned and operated
Dunkelberg Bakery on Park Street

Charles William Dunkelberg (grandson) ran the
Dunkelberg farm in Somerville

Fred Dunkelberg (great grandson) is a retired teacher of
English and Computer Science at GHS

Robert J. Dunkelberg (great,great grandson) current teacher
of Special Education at GHS
Lisa Carbone and Maria LaPage (great, great grandaughters)

Luke, Mark & Gabriella Dunkelberg, Monika, Noelle and
Celia Carbone, Mickenna and Mac LaPage great, great, great
grandchildren.
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WILLIAM A. FREEMAN Q-43

William A. Freeman, was born in
Athens, Ontaric in 1865, His parents
were William Freeman born in England
and Lucy Jackson Freeman. Mr. Free-
man was educated in Athens, Ontario
and he married Augusta McArthur in
1891, He was by occupation a manufac-
turer of butter and dairy products. Mr.
Freeman came to Gouverneur in 1899,
engaging in the manufacture of dairy
products as an employee in the East
Gouverneur factory of which he soon
became manager and owner,

William kept pace with the progress of his profession and was an
expert. He was the recipient of a silver pitcher at the annual conven-
tion of the New York State Dairy Association in Watertown in Decem-
ber 1900, competing with the entire state for best cheese for American
consumption, achieving the highest score for two years. He also won a
gold medal the same year at the Paris Exposition for the highest scor-
ing American cheese. He was an active member of the board and sales-
man for his factory on Johnstown Street.




HENRY SHELDON
D-1

Henry Sheldon was the second son of Timothy and Nancy Bowden
Sheldon. He was born in Gouverneur July 2, 1814 and died there may
2, 1873, He was educated in Gouverneur and at the age of 21, antici-
pated Horace Greeley's advice and went west. He remained in Michi-
gan about 10 years and in 1846, owing to ill health, returned to
Gouverneur.

Henry was a faithful Christian and was very active in the Baptist
Church throughout his life. He served in many capacities such as dea-
con over the years. He was a farmer. His fondness for books led him to
open, own and run the only bookstore in Gouverneur for many
years.Henry kept journals for several years and two are in the possesion
of the Gouverneur Museum.

Henry married twice. With his first wife, Betsy Botsford, Henry
had five children, two of whom, Charles and George served in the Civil
War. Throughout the diaries, Henry follows the Civil War through his
sons’ letters and the newspapers. After Betsy's death Henry married
Maragaret Aldous. Henry and Martha had five children: Julia, Theodore.
Emma, Arthur and James Otis Sheldon.

In July of 2011, the museum was contacted by Frances Holst of
Kansas City, Missouri, a descendant of the Aldous family, regarding
Henry's diaries. The museum insured the diaries and mailed them to
Frances. She decided to take on the task of transcribing them. By April
0f 2012 the 13 years of Henry's life, 1861-1873, 170 pages, have been
available for public reading by contacting the museum.

Frances Holst is to be commended for the hundreds of hours spent
at this very time consuming task. When Frances finished each year, she
e-mailed it to Joe Laurenza. He printed off each year and it is now
available in a three-ring binder for any and all to read this interesting
piece of one’s life in Gouverneur from 1861-1873.

 Henry Sheldon  Martha Sheldon



HORTH HIEPLE
ENTRANCE ENTRAMCE
1. David Scholton P-53 5. Anson Potter B-73
2. Charles Dunkelberg H-127 6. Frederick Bolton D-9
3. William Freeman Q-43 7. Benjamin Brown E-4
4. Henry Sheldon D-1 8. Helen & Jane Parker E-17
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Map of
RIVERSIDE GEMETERY
at Gouverneur
St. Lawrence N.Y.

WILLIAM STREET Sou T ance

The Town of Gouverneur passed a
resolution in July 2008 creating sections
S & GG. This allowed the association to
offer additional needed lots.
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ANSON A. POTTER B-73

Anson A. Potter, merchant and manufacturer, was born in Oxbow,
September 30, 1855, son of Samuel and Christie Ann Dodd Potter. He
was educated at the Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary. In 1872 he was
employeed by Taitt & Dickinson as a salesman and in the meantime he
secured a good knowledge of the drygoods business. The firm became
A.A. Potter & Co. following the death of Sherwood and the business
continued until he sold it to the Levy Brothers of Clayton. Although
active in mercantile pursuits, Anson Potter was the moving spirit in
many other undertakings for the betterment of Gouverneur. He was
secretary and treasurer of the Ontario Talc Company whose mine and
mill was located near Fullerville. He was instrumental in having the St.
Lawrence Farms plant located in the village.

Anson Potter instituted the movement which led to the locating of
the International Lace Manufacturing Company in Gouverneur. With-
out his persistence the project would have failed. In any undertaking
for the betterment of Gouverneur, Mr. Potter was always in the front
ranks as one of the prime movers and his wide aquaintances among
financiers made his efforts very valuable to the community.

In 1872, Anson A, Potter married Janet McGregor of Hammond.
They had two children, Howard J. and Helen.

Anson Potter passed away at his home on East Main Street on Feb-
ruary 28, 1917. The last time he came downtown was to vote on town
meeting day fifteen days before his death.



CEMETERY FACTS...

* An estimate was given about 3 years ago for the remaoval of trees in Riverside that
were deemed as unsafe. The cost would be $1000.00 for each tree if that company
did the cleanup and $600.00 if the cemetery's two employees were to take on this
task.

= A permanent maintenance fund is for the purpose of maintaining and preserving the
cemetery for the future. Ten percent of each lot sale must be added to this fund as
well as $35.00 from each burial. Only the interest may be used for day-to-day
operations.

+ & Perpetual Care Fund was established years ago for the purpose of an indi-
vidual grave, plot or space. This sum of money is also an endowment and can be
invested with only the interest going towards care of a specific lot.

» Lot owners are the true owners of the cemetery and it is to their best interest to
attend all meetings held by the board.
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FREDERICK JOHN
BOLTON
D-9

Frederick John Bolton was born
October 18, 1852 in Gouverneur and
died in 1932.

The large pink marble monument
has only his parents names engraved
on one side, John and Prudence
Bolton. Frederick’s monument is
small stone below the large family
monument.

Frederick was educated at the
Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary and
in Ogdensburg. He married Jennie
Chilsom in I1888. They had one
daughter, Maria Benton Bolton, a sev-
enth generation from Edward Bolton
who came to this country with Will-
iam Penn in 1682,

Frederick was a member of the
Grange, the Masons and was a promi-
nent farmer on the homestead on
Kearney Road.

Frederick's great grandfather was
a stone mason who laid the marble
walls of the Gouverneur Morris man-
sion in Natural Dam in 1808 and he
lived there for many years.



BENJAMIN BROWN E-4

Benjamin F. Brown was born in Gouverneur in 1856, His parents
were Christopher Brown born in Rossie, 1819 and Roxana Drake Brown,
born in Gouverneur 1817. He was educated at Gouverneur Wesleyan
Seminary and Antwerp Seminary, Potsdam Normal, Brockport Normal
and Rochester University. Benjamin was first married in 1886 to Jean
F. Paul who died April 11, 1889, and to whom were born Hazel Jean
and Marion Ruth. He married Anna S. Backus in 1892, to whom were
born Gertrude S., Malcolm C. and Caroline Delight. Mr. Brown's ma-
ternal grandparents were among the early settlers of Gouverneur. Mr.
Brown commenced teaching school at 16 year of age, continuing teach-
ing except when he was a pupil until his 36th year. He assisted in the
organizing of Richville Union Free School in 1883, compiling the first
printed graded course of study for common schools in S5t. Lawrence
County. Ben taught at Hammond, Morristown and Gouverneur. He had
charge of public schools three years prior to organization of Union
Free School. He was among the important advocates of that system.
Mr. Brown was the first vice principal of Gouverneur High School.

In 1891 Mr. Brown became involved in the insurance, loan and real
estate business. He assisted with organizing the Gouverneur Savings
& Loan and was one of the charter officers,
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JANE & HELEN PARKER E-17

A word about the Parkers. James Parker was an early settler of
Gouverneur and seems to have been unrelated to the other Parkers.
Captain George Parker was a newspaper man and the father of B.G.
and Helen 1. Parker both of whom were prominently connected with
the old Free Press. B.G. Parker married Miss Dora Pike and lived in the
house that is now the nucleus of Lawrence Manor. Miss Helen I. Parker
lived in the house on William Street that was later the residence of Mr.
and Mrs. Prescott Loomis. Mrs. Parker was the wife of Cornelius A,
Parker and the mother of C. Parker , both local attorneys. In later years
there was another attorney, George W. Parker of Macomb, whose daugh-
ter, Deborah was the wife of Earl Mead.

Helen I. Parker was born in Gouverneur, educated in G.W. Semi-
nary and became identified with the newspaper business in Gouverneur
- She became editor of the “Grand Army Journal”, a paper devoted to
the interests of the Grand Army of the Republic, its auxiliary, the
Women's Relief Corps, The sons of Veterans, Ladies of the GAR and
other kindred societies all found space in its columns. While thus oc-
cupied she found time to lend a helping hand to every enterprise of any
degree of merit that was projected in the town. She was a member of
the New York Press Association and was a familiar figure at their an-
nual gatherings. Although her business qualifications made her an im-
portant factor in the outside world, her greatest enjoyment was the home
where she resided with her widowed mother. She was best known as
Editor of the *Gouverneur Free Press”.

Jane Ann Williams was born in Onondaga County, 1827 and died
in Gouverneur in 1912. Her husband was Cornelius Parker and they
had two children, Cornelius and Sarah.

Jane wrote the first of Gouverneur’s history books, “Gouverneur,
A History, 1805-1890. Itis very informative and well written. They are
available for sale at the Gouverneur Museum for $12.

She wrote other prose and some poetry, mostly of historical nature,
none of which are around. They have been lost over the years. Her
friends described her as tall, slender, dignified, charming, kind and
very fond of children.

Jane based her writing on personal interviews and conversations
with older Gouverneur citizens who remembered the early days of the
town. She traveled with her husband Cornelius who represented land
agents and she was able to gather much information. It was a time con-
suming undertaking, but to Mrs. Parker it was a labor of love.



Officers of the Association - 2012
Mike Villeneuve, President
Alan Lehigh, Vice President

Barbara Roeser, Secretary
Donna Besaw, Treasurer

Ron Taylor, Superintendent

Trustees
Eldon Conklin
George Love
Roxann Finley
Jane Scott

Tour Committee Members

Gale Ferguson Shirley Jones

Ron Taylor Jane Scott

Joe Laurenza Mary Tessmer

Kris Battersby Marilyn Scozzafava
Cover Art

Paula Towne

Booklets provided by
Joe Laurenza, Village Historian

Joe Laurenza and Gale Ferguson
are tour guides for the day.



INTERNATIONAL LACE MANUFACTURING COMPANY

In 1900 the federal government imposed a 70% tariff on the impor-
tation of lace and lace products. The purpose of the tariff was to en-
courage domestic lace making.

Lesser Bros. of NY City were importers and sales agents for En-
glish lace. They decide to seek a domestic source to produce their own
lace. They canvassed their customers for suggestions for a mill loca-
tion. Anson Potter, a dry goods merchant recommended Gouverneur.

June 6, 1902, a representative of Lesser Bros. came to Gouverneur
to see if there was enough interest to establish a mill. Envisioned was a
$150,000 plant with annual sales of half a million dollars, employing
300-600 workers and a weekly payroll of $5000.

Funding was arranged. One of the Lesser Bros. then came to
Gouverneur to locate a site for the mill, check water supply for bleach-
ing, establish the cost of coal for a steam plant and find workers. Some
NY City stockholders objected to a mill in the backwoods, buried in
the snow for six months, with mail delivery once in a while and freight
service now and then.

In August of 1902, International Lace Manufacturing Co. was in-
corporated in Albany with the plant definitely set for Gouverneur. The
site was the old Starbuck and McCarty Lumber Yard on Prospect Street.
The mill was to be 80,000 square feet, one and two stories of brick
construction and acres of hardwood floods. Fifteen looms would be
imported from Nottingham, England. The mill after several delays was
completed by late spring 1903.

There were ten looms and 250-300 employees, mostly women with
a payroll of $4250 weekly. The company’s product was marketed
throughout the US. Raw materials into the mill and finished curtains
were moved by rail.

In may of 1907 the International Lace Manufacturing Co. filed for
bankruptcy and was placed in receivership. The high price of cotton
was blamed. In August 1907, Clarence Whitman & Co., lace manufac-
turers from Scranton, PA started production under a lease arrangement.
Then in April 1908 John McCloskey of Philadelphia bought the prop-
erty at auction. . The Bromley family of Philadelphia acquired the mill
shortly after. Eight looms produced the lace under the labels of Quaker,
Bromley and International Lace. It closed again in 1928. Plant engi-
neer, Henry Curtis was appointed caretaker.

In 1936, Bromley Lace Co. Opened the mill and started production
of curtains, tablecloths and bedspreads using both cotton and rayon. In
1937, Bromley Lace started a hosiery operation. Initial production was
70,000 dozen pairs a year.

In 1942, Bromley obtained a large government contract to produce
camouflage netting for the armed forces.
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